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In Search of a King
1 Samuel 17:55-18:30

As soon as Saul saw David go out against the Philistine, he said to Abner, 

the commander of the army, “Abner, whose son is this youth?” And Abner said, “As 

your soul lives, O king, I do not know.” And the king said, “Inquire whose son the boy 

is.” And as soon as David returned from the striking down of the Philistine, Abner took 

him, and brought him before Saul with the head of the Philistine in his hand. And Saul 

said to him, “Whose son are you, young man?” And David answered, “I am the son of 

your servant Jesse the Bethlehemite.” 

As soon as he had finished speaking to Saul, the soul of Jonathan was knit 

to the soul of David, and Jonathan loved him as his own soul. And Saul took him that 

day and would not let him return to his father's house. Then Jonathan made a 

covenant with David, because he loved him as his own soul. And Jonathan stripped 

himself of the robe that was on him and gave it to David, and his armor, and even his 

sword and his bow and his belt. And David went out and was successful wherever 

Saul sent him, so that Saul set him over the men of war. And this was good in the 

sight of all the people and also in the sight of Saul's servants. 

As they were coming home, when David returned from striking down the 

Philistine, the women came out of all the cities of Israel, singing and dancing, to meet 

King Saul, with tambourines, with songs of joy, and with musical instruments. And the 

women sang to one another as they celebrated, 

“Saul has struck down his thousands, 

and David his ten thousands.” 

And Saul was very angry, and this saying displeased him. He said, “They have 

ascribed to David ten thousands, and to me they have ascribed thousands, and what 

more can he have but the kingdom?” And Saul eyed David from that day on. 

The next day a harmful spirit from God rushed upon Saul, and he raved within 

his house while David was playing the lyre, as he did day by day. Saul had his spear in his 

hand. And Saul hurled the spear, for he thought, “I will pin David to the wall.” But David 

evaded him twice. 

Saul was afraid of David because the LORD was with him but had departed 

from Saul. So Saul removed him from his presence and made him a commander of a 

thousand. And he went out and came in before the people. And David had success in all 

his undertakings, for the LORD was with him. And when Saul saw that he had great 

success, he stood in fearful awe of him. But all Israel and Judah loved David, for he went 

out and came in before them. 

Then Saul said to David, “Here is my elder daughter Merab. I will give her to you 

for a wife. Only be valiant for me and fight the LORD's battles.” For Saul thought, “Let not 

my hand be against him, but let the hand of the Philistines be against him.” And David 

said to Saul, “Who am I, and who are my relatives, my father's clan in Israel, that I should 

be son-in-law to the king?” But at the time when Merab, Saul's daughter, should have 

been given to David, she was given to Adriel the Meholathite for a wife. 

1 Samuel 17:55-18:30

Now Saul's daughter Michal loved David. And they told Saul, and the thing 

pleased him. Saul thought, “Let me give her to him, that she may be a snare for him and 

that the hand of the Philistines may be against him.” Therefore Saul said to David a second 

time, “You shall now be my son-in-law.” And Saul commanded his servants, “Speak to 

David in private and say, ‘Behold, the king has delight in you, and all his servants love you. 

Now then become the king's son-in-law.’” And Saul's servants spoke those words in the 

ears of David. And David said, “Does it seem to you a little thing to become the king's son-

in-law, since I am a poor man and have no reputation?” And the servants of Saul told him, 

“Thus and so did David speak.” Then Saul said, “Thus shall you say to David, ‘The king 

desires no bride-price except a hundred foreskins of the Philistines, that he may be 

avenged of the king's enemies.’” Now Saul thought to make David fall by the hand of the 

Philistines. And when his servants told David these words, it pleased David well to be the 

king's son-in-law. Before the time had expired, David arose and went, along with his men, 

and killed two hundred of the Philistines. And David brought their foreskins, which were 

given in full number to the king, that he might become the king's son-in-law. And Saul gave 

him his daughter Michal for a wife. But when Saul saw and knew that the LORD was with 

David, and that Michal, Saul's daughter, loved him, Saul was even more afraid of David. So 

Saul was David's enemy continually. 

Then the commanders of the Philistines came out to battle, and as often as they 

came out David had more success than all the servants of Saul, so that his name was 

highly esteemed.

David’s Success

1. Jonathan recognizes God’s anointed king 

and he loves him

2. Saul recognizes God’s anointed king and 

he resists him
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Why do the nations rage

and the peoples plot in vain?

The kings of the earth set themselves,

and the rulers take counsel together,

against the LORD and against his Anointed, saying,

“Let us burst their bonds apart

and cast away their cords from us.”

He who sits in the heavens laughs;

the Lord holds them in derision.

Then he will speak to them in his wrath,

and terrify them in his fury, saying,

“As for me, I have set my King

on Zion, my holy hill.”

Psalm 2

I will tell of the decree:

The LORD said to me, “You are my Son;

today I have begotten you.

Ask of me, and I will make the nations your heritage,

and the ends of the earth your possession.

You shall break them with a rod of iron

and dash them in pieces like a potter's vessel.”

Now therefore, O kings, be wise;

be warned, O rulers of the earth.

Serve the LORD with fear,

and rejoice with trembling.

Kiss the Son,

lest he be angry, and you perish in the way,

for his wrath is quickly kindled.

Blessed are all who take refuge in him.

David’s success reflects the pattern of 

God’s redemptive work.
What can we learn from this pattern?

1. God’s anointed king is the focus of his work in this 

world

2. God is still in control even when his anointed king 

is openly resisted by rulers and authorities.

3. When we see God’s anointed king, we should love 

him.

David’s success reflects the pattern of 

God’s redemptive work.
What can we learn from this pattern?

4. Resisting God’s anointed king leads to 

personal disintegration.

5. When we see God’s anointed king, we should 

call others to love him.


